P a e d i a t r i c Otorhinolaryngology is a specially which uses both medical and surgical techniques in the treatment of children suffering from disorders of ear, nose and throat.
The reason why this speciality has developed in the last thirty-five years, is that Otolaryngologists all over the world have realised that children do not react to the disease in the same way as an adult. It is fundamental to realise that a child is not just a "small adult", and that he is very different anatomically, physiologically and immunologically. Moreover, the rates of growth in different organ systems are different and vary with increasing age. Evolution of Paediatric Otorhinolaryngology--Vinod H. Shah of a society. Some of them are general ; such as growth of metropolitan cities which will provide centralised services in a speciality. Another is improvement in transport services which can bring the patient from surrounding areas.
Socio-economic Reasons

Children's Hospitals
The most significant development in Paediatrics was the building of children's hospitals. It is primarily in these institutions that it has been appreciated that children have different medical and social needs. In addition most paedi.atricians are trained in these unique institutions and their patients require services of many paediatric specialists. The opportunity of both formal and informal encounters exists in such hospitals and this results in an exchange of ideas and informaion leading to development of new medical and surgical techniques which help to answer problems.
History
The first attempt to stimulate interest in otorhinolaryngological problems of children occurred in Poland in 1930. The pioneer in the field was Professor Jan Danielowicz of Warsaw., Many children with oesophageal stricture were referred to him and he rapidly came to appreciate that they did not react the same way as adults and that they have to be managed in a different way. The International Journal of Paediatric Otorhinolaryngology , with a ranking in the SCI Journal Citation Reports, is now being published as a quarterly. Really international, because the editorinchief is Robert Ruben from New York , the editorial board are from all over the world, the journal is edited in the Netherlands and printed in Ireland.
In our country, many otolaryngologists interested in paediatric problems in otolaryngology were invited to present their work at Gujarat State Conference of Association of Otolaryngologists of India which was held at Surat in 1982. This be ginning was then followed by an interesting meeting wherein it was proposed to form the Association of Paediatric Otolaryngologists of India and its first national conference was held at Kolar, Bangalore in 1993.
Plasticity of a Child
The development of a child from the otolaryngologist's point of view reveals areas that are critical. The first of these would be the specific plasticity of the developing neonate. This plasticity is of greatest importance in the area of communicative disorders.
Ability to Learn Language
There appears to be a set time when the developing child is able to acquire language. Numerous studies have pointed out that this critical time is between birth and twelve years of life or even earlier. New studies have demonstrated that some impulse of hearing is already given prenatlly. The unborn child seems to discriminate voices of mother and father, and even of different languages spoken. It is there fore important that congenital hearing impairment should be diagnosed as early as possible. If the diagnosis is
